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Instructions to conduct Quasi-
judicial administrative hearings
and proceedings through Video

Conferencing.

Government of Maharashtra
General Administration Department
Government Circular No. Misc 2020 / C.R. 62 / 18 (O & M)
Madam Cama Road,
Hutatma Rajguru Chowk,
Mantralaya, Mumbai — 400 032

Date : 13% October, 2020

CIRCULAR

In the matter of PIL (L) 3144 of 2020 (Shailesh Gandhi & others V/s
State of Maharashtra through its Chief Secretary), before the Bombay High
Court the petitioners have, inter-alia, prayed that, in the recent outbreak of
COVID-19, it has necessitated the immediate adoption of measures to ensure
social distancing. Hence prayed to issue appropriate guidelines or directions
to all the public authorities in the State of Maharashtra to adopt an
appropriate online video conferencing platform for conducting hearings
pertaining to proceedings under the diverse statutes applicable to such public
authorities as well as for conducting hearing of First Appeals under the Right
to Information Act.
2. The Hon. Court on 26% September, 2020 at the time of hearing the
petition considered the statement made by the concerned AGP in this respect
on behalf of the State of Maharashtra, that the process of quasi-judicial
hearing through Video Conferencing is underway. Further the Hon. High
Court directed to apprise it regarding the steps taken by the Government and
thereby not leave any room for complaint to be voiced by the petitioner on
the returnable date.
3. It is the need of a hour to go for virtual hearings in quasi-judicial
matters heard by competent authorities under various statutes, considering
pandemic situation so as to maintain social distancing.
4. In view of the above, all the Additional Chief Secretaries/ Principal

Secretaries/ Secretaries and Head of the Departments / Public Authorities are
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hereby instructed to use Video Conferencing for conducting virtual hearings in
respect of proceedings under the diverse statutes applicable to such public
authorities as well as for conducting hearing of First Appeals under the Right
to Information Act. This will facilitate the dispensation of justice speedily
without compromising the health and safety of parties in the current times.

5. However in event a party to the proceedings, request for hearing in
person due to technical reasons, such as quality of internet access, hardware
access etc. in that cases at their end, the parties may be allowed personal
hearing by the Competent Authorities.

6. This Government circular is available at the website
www.maharashtra.gov.in. Reference no. for this is 202010131433317107.

This order has been signed digitally.
By order and in the name of Governor of Maharashtra.
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( Shrikant Deshpande)

Principal Secretary (AR & O&M)
Government of Maharashtra
Copy to,

1. Secretary to Hon. Governor,

2. Hon. Speaker, Maharashtra Legislative Council, Mumbai,

3. Hon. Chairman, Maharashtra Legislative Assembly, Mumbai,

4. Hon. Leader of Opposition, Maharashtra Legislative Council / Maharashtra

Legislative Assembly,

Ul

Hon. Deputy Speaker, Maharashtra Legislative Council, Mumbai,

6. Hon. Deputy Chairman, Maharashtra Legislative Assembly, Mumbai,

7. Al Hon. Members of Parliament / Maharashtra Legislative Council /
Maharashtra Legislative Assembly,

8. Principal Secretary to Hon. Chief Minister, Mantralaya, Mumbai 400 032,

9. Secretary to Hon. Deputy Chief Minister, Mantralaya, Mumbai 400 032,

10. Private Secretaries to All Ministers / State Ministers, Mantralaya, Mumbai 400 032,

11. Advocate General, Maharashtra State,
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12. Hon. Chief Secretary, Maharashtra State, Mantralaya, Mumbai,

13.The All Additional Chief Secretaries, Maharashtra State, Mantralaya, Mumbai,

14.The All Principal Secretaries/Secretaries, Mantralaya, Mumbai,

15. Registrar, High Court, Original Side, Mumbai,

16.Registrar, High Court, Appellate Side, Mumbai,

17.Registrar, Lokayukta and Up-Lokayukta Office,

18. Secretary, State Election Commission, Mumbai,

19.Secretary, Maharashtra Public Service Commission, Mumbai,

20. Principal Secretary, Maharashtra Legislative Secretariat, Mumbai,

21. Chief Information Commissioner, State Information Commission, Mumbai,

22. Chief Commissioner, The Maharashtra State Commission for Right to
Services, Mumbai,

23. Director General, Information & Public Relation, Mumbai,

24. Indian National Congress, Maharashtra Region Congress (I) Committee, Tilak
Bhavan, Kakasaheb Gadgil Marg, Dadar, Mumbai — 400 020,

25. Nationalist Congress Party, Thakarcy House, J. N. Heredia Marg, Ballard
Estate, Mumbai 400 038,

26.Shivsena, Shivsena Bhavan, Gadkari Chowk, Dadar, Mumbai- 400 028,

27. Bahujan Samaj Party, Region Secretary, Maharashtra State, B. S. G. Bhavan,
Plot No. 83-A, Collector Colony, Mumbai-400 014,

28. Indian Communist Party, Maharashtra Committee, 314, Rajbhavan, S. V.
Patel Road, Mumbai-400 004,

29. Indian Communist (Marxist) Party, Maharashra Committee, Janshakti Hall,
Globe Mill Palace, Worli, Mumbai-400 013,

30. Maharashtra Navnirman Sena, Rajgad, Matoshri Tower, Shivaji Park, Dadar,
Mumbai-400 028,

31. Select file, Desk-18, General Administration Department, Mantralaya, Mumbai
400 032.
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